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‘Transparency’ as construed by the Act is not necessarily a legal compliance issue, but is in fact reputational and, more broadly, a 

governance issue. Studies conducted by the Ethical Investment Research Service found that ethics related news can influence a 

company’s share price by between +/- 5%.
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CHRIS McCANN Chris has over 15 years experience developing and implementing responsible sourcing programmes with blue 

chips such as Wal-Mart, Burberry and Philip Morris across Europe, Asia, USA and Latin America. His expertise 

includes supply chain (apparel, grocery, agriculture, hard goods), corporate affairs (media, government, union, 

NGO, and corporate engagement), change management and systems implementation. Chris has held key roles 

with multi-stakeholder initiatives (GSCP, ETI, BRC, and MFA), and governmental appointments including UN 

FAO, UK Ministry of Justice, UK DEFRA, and UK HSE. An associate lecturer he holds an MSc, is an RSA Fellow 

and a Nuffield Scholar.

It’s been over a year since the Modern Slavery Act was introduced in March 2015, and organisations with year-ends on or after

March 31st 2016 must make a statement for 2015/2016. The Act has served as a timely industry-wide wake up call, with over

12,000 companies across the UK being effected. The issues surrounding Modern Slavery are vast and complex, creating significant

challenges for companies to navigate.

To enquire about how one of our Bench Specialists can benefit your business or to hear more about Acre’s 
interim consultants specialising in the Modern Slavery Act, please contact Michael Colton at 

michael.colton@acre.com or +44 207 400 5570

12,000 £36mil 30 days
e Act requires businesses with 

a turnover of £36 million or 

more to publish an annual 

'transparency in supply chains' 

report.

Number of  estimated 

companies across the UK being 

a ected by the Modern  

Slavery Act 2015.

A copy of the statement must be 

provided to anyone within 30 

days of their making a written 

request for it.

Further reading: 14 things you need to know about the Modern Slavery Act

VIEW PROFILE

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR ACT TOGETHER?

Understand the issues and challenges

Interpret how the Act impacts your business

Map risk areas along your supply chain

Take advantage of the Acre Bench to efficiently connect your organisation with our specialist supply chain 
and Modern Slavery freelance consultants. Get your Act in order today and we can help you:

Analyse structure

Assess effectiveness

Write policy

GABRIELLA ZEPF Gabriella is an experienced change 

manager with an excellent track record 

in managing supply chain risk 

associated with environment and 

sustainability factors. She has 15 years 

experience working for leading brands 

within telecoms and FMCG, including 

the drinks industry. More recently her 

focus has been managing 

environmental programmes with 

responsibility for strategy and policy 

development.

COLLEEN THERON Colleen is a highly accomplished tri-

qualified environmental lawyer and 

consultant recognised in Chambers and 

Legal 500. An expert in business and 

human rights, anti human trafficking and 

the Modern Slavery Act. Extensively 

published and with experience in 

analysing and tracking developments in 

environmental, ESG and business and 

human rights issues. Colleen can 

provide regulatory and commercial 

advice and bespoke training to clients 

on these issues.

VIEW PROFILE VIEW PROFILE

Identify key internal support

Educate and raise awareness

Develop codes of conduct

Sustainability Strategy

Social/ Environmental Supply Chains

Stakeholder Engagement & Collaboration

Impact Assessments and Reporting

Modern Slavery Act

Skills & Expertise

ENGAGE AN ACRE BENCH SPECIALIST
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